MITZVOT 481 AND 482: TO NOT SEND A SERVANT AWAY EMPTY HANDED
SEFER HACHINUCH 481

22N ,0IY WY 9107 "IN |2 KXI'WD NITAYN NINMPY 0T NAY Ty XN XY - DN DAy Tay N7 X
D7 NN7WN X7 yn 'won IN7WN D1 (A 10 DNAT) AR DT 201,019 70 7V minn inpav.

To not send a Hebrew slave empty: That we not release a Hebrew slave with empty hands from our
servitude when he goes out to freedom at the end of six years, but rather that we endow him from our
wealth. And about this is it stated (Deuteronomy 15:13), "When you send him free, do not send him
empty." From the roots of this commandment, all of its content and the place of its elucidation are [all]
written in the positive commandment of endowment in this Order (Sefer HaChinukh 482).
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To endow him upon his leaving to freedom: To give from what we have to the Hebrew slave at the time
that he leaves from under our hand to freedom, and we should not send him empty-handed. And about
this is it stated (Deuteronomy 15:14), "You shall surely endow him; from your flock and from your
threshing floor and from your vat that the Lord, your God, has blessed you, shall you give to him."

It is from the roots of the commandment [that it is] in order that we acquire for our souls virtuous, dear
and beautiful traits; [such that] with a dear and virtuous soul, we will merit the good - and the good God
wants to do good for His people. And it is our glory and our splendor that we should have mercy upon
the one who served us, and that we give from what is ours as a rite of kindness - besides that which we
have stipulated with him to give him his wage. And it is a rational thing - there is no need to be lengthy
about it.

From the laws of the commandment ... behold we endow these, but with the subtracting of money [that
allows him to leave mid-term], we do not endow them, as it is stated (Deuteronomy 15:13), "When you
send him free," and this one he did not send, but rather the slave caused it with the giving of money
that he should leave from under his hand; so [too,] that which they, may their memory be blessed,
expounded (Kiddushin 17a) about that which the verse mentioned flock, threshing floor and vat, that it
is with things that have blessing on their own that a man is obligated to endow them, but not [with]
monies and clothing; that which they, may their memory be blessed, said (Kiddushin 17a) that we do not
reduce [the endowment] below thirty sela; that he is obligated to endow him whether the homeowner
was blessed on his account or not blessed; [that] the endowment of the slave is for himself, and that
[the slave's] creditor does not collect from it; and the rest of its details - are [all] elucidated in the first
chapter of Kiddushin.

And this commandment is practiced by males and females at the time of the [Temple], as the law of a
Hebrew slave is only practiced at the time that the Jubilee is practiced ... nonetheless, even at this time,
'the wise man listens and adds insight' - such that if he employed someone from the children of Israel
and he served him for a long time or even a short time, he should endow him with that which God
blessed him when he leaves him.
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§ The mishna teaches: The first of Tishrei is also the New Year for Jubilee Years. The Gemara asks: Is the
New Year for Jubilee Years on the first of Tishrei? Isn’t the New Year for Jubilee Years on the tenth of
Tishrei, Yom Kippur? As it is written: “Then shall you cause the shofar to sound on the tenth day of the
seventh month, on Yom Kippur shall you sound the shofar throughout all your land. And you shall hallow
the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants; it shall be a Jubilee for
you” (Leviticus 25:9-10).
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The Gemara answers: In accordance with whose opinion is this mishna? It is the opinion of Rabbi
Yishmael, son of Rabbi Yohanan ben Beroka, as it is taught in a baraita: What is the meaning when the
verse states: “And you shall hallow the fiftieth year”? Since it is stated that the shofar is blown “on Yom
Kippur,” one might have thought that the year is sanctified only from Yom Kippur and onward.
Therefore, the verse states: “And you shall hallow the fiftieth year,” which teaches that the year is
sanctified from its beginning onward, from the first of Tishrei, when the year begins.
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From here, Rabbi Yishmael, son of Rabbi Yohanan ben Beroka, said: From Rosh HaShana until Yom
Kippur of the Jubilee Year, Hebrew slaves were not released to their homes because the shofar had not
yet been sounded. And they were also not enslaved to their masters, as the Jubilee Year had already
begun. Rather, they would eat, drink, and rejoice, and they would wear their crowns on their heads like
free people. Once Yom Kippur arrived, the court would sound the shofar, slaves would be released to
their houses, and fields that were sold would be returned to their original owners.
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The Gemara asks: And according to Rabbi Eliezer’s approach, let the Torah write this principle only with
regard to shofar, and let us bring these other mitzvot and derive their halakhot from shofar. The Gemara
answers: From the sounding of the shofar of Rosh HaShana, the principle that actions that facilitate the
performance of a mitzva override Shabbat cannot be derived, because it has special significance in that
it introduces the remembrances of the Jewish people before their Father in heaven. From the sounding
of the shofar of Yom Kippur, the principle that actions that facilitate the performance of a mitzva
override Shabbat cannot be derived, as this shofar sounding also has special significance, as the Master
said: Once the court sounds the shofar on Yom Kippur in the Jubilee Year, the declaration of freedom
applies at once. Slaves may take leave of their masters and go to their homes, and fields that had been
sold return to their ancestral owners. Therefore, other mitzvot cannot be derived from the sounding of
the shofar of Yom Kippur.
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on Rosh HaShana our forefathers’ slavery in Egypt ceased; in Nisan the Jewish people were redeemed
from Egypt; and in Tishrei in the future the Jewish people will be redeemed in the final redemption with
the coming of the Messiah.
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RAMBAM, MISHNEH TORAH, HILCHOT TESHUVA, CHAPTER 7
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